It is an honour to have been asked to contribute some thoughts on Professor Jeffrey Hunter to this special publication.
I first met Jeff at the time of his interview for the Chair in Statistics at Massey University, in 1990. In the subsequent 17 years, we have developed a strong personal and professional friendship. Such is his instinctively generous and helpful nature, it is impossible not to enjoy, and value, his friendship and professional interaction. He has been an outstanding colleague and mentor to many.
When one reflects on Jeff 's career and achievements, a remarkable aspect that stands out, and that others rarely emulate, is that at varying times he has held some high-level managerial posts, the Foundation Deanship of the Faculty of Information and Mathematical Sciences at Massey University for example, yet he still managed to sustain an enviable personal record of research and advanced scholarship-compared to most other university administrators. The award of a Doctor of Science degree by Massey University in 2005 is compelling evidence of enduring scholarship at the highest level. The New Zealand Statistical Association Campbell Award (its highest) in 2006 for "contributions to statistical research and education, and services to the profession of statistics" further reflects his ability to keep his managerial responsibilities-without exception, successfully discharged-in perspective in order that he could find time to concentrate on what actually counts in any university of substance, namely; advanced education and scholarship.
In the early stages of our association, Jeff and I were fellow Deans. Later when the Institute of Information and Mathematical Sciences, based at the Auckland Campus of Massey University, was founded, the wider College of Sciences needed to find a leader with an ability to inspire, and to organise, others to commit to a shared vision for a newly created multidisciplinary entity. Fortunately, Jeff was available for the role and (with high probability of success-that particular word needs to appear in any statement about him) he was appointed Foundation Head as from 1st January, 1998. It is important for the formal record that appreciation be expressed for his excellent leadership of the institute over those formative years. Jeff arrived at Massey University in 1990 after an already distinguished career at the University of Auckland. At the time, the Statistics Group within the combined Department of Mathematics and Statistics at Massey had recently tried to break away and form a separate department but had been unsuccessful in this regard. Jeff recognised that Statistics as a discipline within the university would only receive its proper recognition and grow if it were a separate department and argued accordingly for this, within a larger grouping of departments, including that of Mathematics. Under his leadership a de facto department was effectively created, and the university recognised this in 1991 with the establishment of the Department of Statistics.
Jeff 's background in applied probability led some to worry that he might alter the applied focus of statistics at Massey. However, Jeff always put the interests of the statisticians as a group first, and the subject flourished as a result of judicious staff appointments through the early 1990s.
In 1993 Those of us who have been part of Statistics at Massey University have been fortunate to benefit from Jeff 's leadership, vision, and collegiality over the past 17 years, and we owe him a huge debt of thanks in making Statistics the success it is at Massey University.
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